THE    BATTLE    OF   JUTLAND

Like all those who go down to the sea in ships, particularly in
war-time, I lived by the clock. Duties, meals, the boat to take
officers ashore or on board, all these at set hours; even my occupa-
tion off duty I regulated by the clock. I allotted a period for polish-
ing up my French, another to writing out lectures which I gave
on board the Tiger and in one or two other ships on air develop-
ments. It was not long before I found myself linked up with my
recent trade.

Zeppelins raided Leith and Edinburgh in April and I was
made a member of the B.G.F. Conference which considered anti-
Zeppelin defence. On May 4th, the battle cruisers, with the
Grand Fleet in support, covered an operation by the seaplane
carriers Engadine and Vindex In the region of Horn Reef. These two
ships were converted cross-Channel steamers with a hangar for
four seaplanes aft. Out of six seaplanes which were to have raided
an airship base at Tondern, in Schleswig-Holstein, only one
managed to get off the water and it did not return. The operation
was part of a plan to draw the German High Sea Fleet out to sea,
but it failed to do so. There was disappointment that the sea-
planes had not done better and I was detailed as a member of
the Court of Enquiry to investigate the matter. It turned out to
be a clear case of overloading the Baby Sopwiths, which were
endeavouring to get off the water with two and a half hours' fuel
and two 65-pound bombs. Subsequently, Admiral Beatty made
me a member of a Standing Air Committee and I was constantly
on board Lion discussing air matters.

On one occasion we visited Scapa, the base of the Grand Fleet,
and here I went on board Campania with my admiral. She was
a converted Cunard liner and carried a seaplane launching plat-
form 170 feet long and had housing capacity for two kite balloons,
eight Short seaplanes and six Sopwith Scouts. The kite ballo6ns
were intended for observation of Fleet gunnery and not for
barrage purposes, their role during the second world war. The
seaplanes could fly off the platform by using a trolley under the
floats. Through some mischance this seaplane carrier did not
accompany the Grand Fleet to sea during the Battle of Jutland,
and only the Engadine was out; from her one reconnaissance was
made by Flt.-Lieut. Rutland and Observer Trewin before the
action commenced.

After Pjoined my ship it was not long before my wife found it
possible to park our two children at her father's home and come
up to South Queensfeny, where she stayed at Hawes Iixq. and
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